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Dear Sir: 



Patrice McCune declares as follows: 

1 . I am the inventor of the subject matter of the above-identified patent application, which 
was filed on February 1 1 , 2002. 

2. I am an employee of Henkel Consumer Adhesives, Inc., assignee of the 10/071,291 
application. 



3. I graduated from Michigan State University in 1989 with a B.S. degree in Packaging 
Engineering (derived from Industrial Engineering program). 



4. 



I have worked for Henkel Consumer Adhesives, Inc. (previously Manco, Inc.) for over 
six years, initially as a senior product development manager and more recently, as 
senior strategic sourcing manager. In the course of my work, I am involved with the 



development of new laminate films and am familiar with the equipment and materials 
used for their production. I serve as a technical liaison for Henkel, advising customers, 
other Henkel businesses, and suppliers who wish to develop technology for preparation 
of coated fabric, particularly in the area of blown PVC and synthetic latex applications. 

I am also an inventor of U.S Patent No. 6,564,397 (the '397 patent), which issued on 
May 20, 2003. The patent relates to a dual layer material comprising a base member 
made from an elastomeric material, such as a thermoplastic elastomer, PVC, or silicone 
material, and a contrast member differing from the base member but manufactured to 
be integral with the base member through an over-molding or co-molding process. 

I developed a resilient, flexible sheet material comprising a polyolefm top film and a 
continuous foam layer cast onto the film, which is the subject of this application. 

I have read and am familiar with U.S. Patent No. 3,223,568 which issued to Alderfer 
on December 14, 1965. 

Alderfer describes a method of making a laminate in which a vinyl film is continuously 
bonded to a large cylinder of a foamed plastic material, such as a foamed latex. The 
cylinder is rotated and peeled by a moving blade. The blade slices a thin layer off the 
surface of the foam. 

From my experience, when a foam body, such as a latex foam as described by Alderfer, 
is sectioned, the exposed surface is uneven. This is because when the foam is 
sectioned with a blade, the natural pores in the foam are also sectioned, leaving an 
uneven, exposed, pocked surface. Additionally, the sectioning process tends to degrade 
the integrity of the foam, allowing pieces of the foam to crumble and become dislodged 
from the exposed surface. This uneven surface is very different from a foam material 
which is cast on to a film. 

On September 22, 2003, 1 examined a sample of sheet material which had been prepared 



according to the methods described and claimed in the 10/071,291 application. Due to 
the casting process, the surface of the film was relatively smooth to the naked eye, 
without exposed pores. 

I also sectioned through the foam with a blade to create an exposed surface similar to 
that which would achieved with Alderfer's method. The sectioned pores were clearly 
visible to the naked eye, giving the surface an uneven appearance. Additionally, the 
exposed surface had a tendency to crumble. 

In my opinion, during normal usage on a household shelf, a surface formed by 
Alderfer's method, without further surface treatment, would rub against the shelf, 
leading to degradation of the foam over time. In addition, lacking the smooth surface 
of the cast foam, Alderfer's surface would be likely to minimize the non-slip 
characteristic of the foam due to the lower surface area contact with the shelf. 

I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and mat 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true: and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements, and the 
like, so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of 
title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize 
the validity of the above-referenced application or any patent issuing thereon. 



Date: 



By: 




Patrice McCune 
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